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TRADING STANDARDS SERVICE

GUIDANCE NOTES FOR BUSINESSES
· THE LAW ON FIREWORKS

· THE FIREWORKS (SAFETY) REGULATIONS 1997 & THE FIREWORKS (SAFETY) (AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS 2004

· THE FIREWORKS REGULATIONS 2004

· THE MANUFACTURE AND STORAGE OF EXPLOSIVES REGULATIONS 2005
PRIVATE 
WHAT YOU NEED TO DO

You must register your premises with Aberdeen City Council under the Manufacture and Storage of Explosives Regulations 2005 and comply with the storage requirements specified in the associated Approved Code of Practice and guidance (L139).

Sales of Fireworks must then comply with the Fireworks (Safety) Regulations 1997 and the Fireworks Regulations 2004.

PRIVATE 
STORAGE REQUIREMENTS FOR KEEPING FIREWORKS

The storage requirements are specified in the associated Approved Code of Practice and guidance and include excluding sources of ignition, keeping in closed transport packaging, using suitable storage and display cabinets and restricting access and entry to the store.

The person storing must carry out a risk assessment and identify measures to control the risks identified, including the quantities stored in areas where people work or gather, prohibition of smoking, excluding sources of ignition, excluding other chemicals or hazardous substances etc.

The spread of fire can be controlled by the use of storage cupboards or cabinets, using ISO transport containers or building a structural partition between the store and the rest of the premises.

PRIVATE 
REQUIREMENTS OF THE FIREWORKS (SAFETY) REGULATIONS 1997 & FIREWORKS (SAFETY) (AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS 2004

a)
Age of Purchase

Fireworks (except those listed directly below) must not be supplied to persons under 18 years old.


Caps, cracker snaps, party poppers, novelty matches, serpents and throwdowns must not be supplied to persons under 16.

b)
The following fireworks must not be supplied to the general public:

i)
Aerial shells, aerial maroons, shells-in-mortar and maroons-in-mortar.


ii)
All bangers (including “batteries” containing bangers such as Chinese Crackers

iii) Mini rockets

iv)
Air bombs.


v)
Fireworks with erratic flight (eg jumping crackers)


vi)
Some category 2 and 3 fireworks (as classified by BS7114) which exceed size limits 


specified


vii)
All category 4 fireworks.

c)
Other Measures

i)
Sparklers to carry additional warning:-  “Warning: not to be given to children under 5 years of age”


ii)
Retail boxes of fireworks must not be split

iii) Fireworks not suitable for general public must bear a warning “This device must not be sold to, or used by a member of the general public”.

PRIVATE 
REQUIREMENTS OF THE FIREWORKS REGULATIONS 2004

a)
A notice at least 297 x 420mm (A3) must be prominently displayed, in any premises where fireworks are supplied, stating that it is illegal to supply adult fireworks to anyone under 18, and that it is illegal for anyone under 18 to possess adult fireworks in a public place. 

b)
Category 3 fireworks, which produce sound pressure levels exceeding 120 decibels are prohibited from being supplied, purchased or possessed.

c) Suppliers are required to inform the Trading Standards Service, and keep records for three years, if over 50 Kg net explosive content of fireworks are supplied in a single transaction, and provide details of 

i) the name and address of the person who supplied him

ii) the name and address of the person he supplied

iii) the date of supply

iv) the total quantity of explosive supplied.

d)
Adult fireworks cannot be supplied outwith the periods from 15 October to 10 November, 26 to 31 December, the first day of the Chinese New year and the three days immediately preceding this, and the first day of Dewali and the three days immediately preceding this, unless in addition to the current registration in accordance with the Explosives Act 1875, a licence under the provisions of The Fireworks Regulations 2004 has been applied for, the statutory fee of £500 paid, and licence issued by this Service.

PRIVATE 
WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT CATEGORIES OF FIREWORKS?

British Standard 7114 gives specification for all types of fireworks but as a broad guide:-

Category 1
Fireworks when used according to instructions should not cause injury to people standing 1 metre or more away (ie fireworks suitable for use inside domestic premises)

Category 2
Fireworks when used according to instructions should not cause injury to people standing 5 metres or more away (suitable for outdoor use in relatively confined areas)

Category 3
Fireworks when used according to instructions should not cause injury to people standing 25 metres or more away (suitable for outdoor use in large open spaces)

Category 4
Fireworks are not intended for sale to the general public.

PRIVATE 
HOW CAN WE IDENTIFY FIREWORKS?

British Standard 7114 requires certain markings to be on all fireworks:

Category 1
Fireworks:- should be marked “Fireworks suitable for indoor use”

Category 2
Fireworks:- should be marked “Garden fireworks” (there is an exception for sparklers)

Category 3
Fireworks:- should be marked “Display fireworks”

Category 4
Fireworks:- should be marked “This device must not be sold to, or used by, a member of the general public”.

In addition there are requirements for warnings, instructions and specified names of fireworks that have to be included in the markings on the fireworks.

PRIVATE 
FURTHER INFORMATION

Copies of the Regulations and BS7114 can be obtained from HMSO bookshops.  

If you wish further information or advice please contact:

The Trading Standards Service

St Nicholas House

Broad Street

Aberdeen

AB10 1BX.

Tel:  01224 523737 

Fax: 01224 645786

Email:  conprot@aberdeencity.gov.uk

Web Site:  www.tradingstandards.gov.uk/aberdeen

Office Hours: 8.45am-5.00pm Monday-Friday and out of hours answering machine

These notes are part of a series which have been prepared for the benefit of consumers and businesses, in Aberdeen, in relation to the interpretation of consumer legislation. Aberdeen City Council has adopted the Enforcement Concordat and encourages you to contact the Trading Standards Service, at the above address, if you require guidance on any topic related to trading standards or consumer protection issues
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These notes have been prepared by Aberdeen City Council, Trading Standards Services for the guidance of traders.  The notes are not intended to be an authoritative statement of the law.  Only the Court can authoritatively interpret the law.  Further guidance can be obtained at the contact address given at the end of these notes.
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