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The law is changing
From 1st October 2007 it will be against the law to sell tobacco 
products to anyone under the age of 18 in England and Wales.  
The change will include cigarettes, cigars, tobacco for roll-your-own 
and pipes as well as rolling papers sold both over the counter and 
through vending machines.

Why is  
the law changing?
Most addicted adult smokers began 
smoking as teenagers. The law is changing 
to help prevent children and young people 
from becoming addicted and experiencing 
the serious health dangers of smoking. 

By choosing to sell tobacco you have to comply 
with a number of legal duties, one of which is not to 
sell products to those under the minimum age.

The reasons for this become clear when you 
consider that:

	� One in two lifelong smokers will be killed by 
their addiction.

	 �The younger a smoker starts the more likely 
they are to be killed by their addiction.

	 �Someone who starts smoking at 15 is three 
times more likely to die from cancer due to 
smoking than someone who starts smoking  
in their mid-20s.

 



What do I need to 
do to comply?
(The legal requirements)
 
From 1st October 2007:

	� You must not sell tobacco products to 
anyone under the age of 18. This will 
replace the current law where it is illegal 
to sell tobacco products to anyone under 
the age of 16.

	� You must replace any existing signage 
(statutory notice) with a sign stating the 
new legal age restriction for tobacco 
products. The sign should be placed in a 
visible position, where it can be seen by 
anyone wishing to buy tobacco products, 
and keep to the following guidelines.

Signage for  
over the counter sales

We have enclosed a sign for you to use. If you 
choose to produce your own or use another, to 
comply with the law:

	� It must state, ‘It is illegal to sell tobacco 
products to anyone under the age of 18’.  

	� It must be at least A3 in size (420mm x 297mm) 
and have letters at least 36mm high.

A sign is available to download from  
www.tobaccoagechange.co.uk

Signage for  
vending machine sales

All tobacco vending machines must also display an 
updated sign. To comply with the law, your vending 
machine sign: 

	� Must state, ‘This machine is only for the use of 
people aged 18 or over’.

	� Must be at least 60mm x 100mm, with letters 
at least 6mm high. 

	� Must be clearly visible to anyone using the 
machine. 

Your tobacco wholesaler or vending machine 
provider should be able to provide you with a sign if 
they haven’t done so already.

 



We understand this change will affect  
the way you run your business and want  
to make it as easy as possible for you  
to follow the change in law.

If you have any questions, or would  
like more information, please visit  
www.tobaccoagechange.co.uk or contact 
your local Trading Standards department.

Other websites you may find useful

Trading Standards
A one-stop shop about consumer protection 
information in the UK. www.tradingstandards.gov.uk

LACORS
Responsible for overseeing local authority regulatory 
and related services. www.lacors.gov.uk

PASS Scheme
The UK’s national guarantee scheme for proof-of-age 
cards. www.pass-scheme.org.uk

Help  
and support 

Trading Standards Officers will continue 
to enforce the law relating to the sale of 
tobacco products to under-age consumers. 

The penalty for selling tobacco products 
to someone under the age of 18 from 1st 
October 2007 is a fine of up to £2,500. 

Both the sales person and the business owner could be 
liable for any illegal sales, even if it was believed that 
the purchase was being made on behalf of an adult, or 
if the person looked like they were over 18.

Failure to display the statutory notice can result in a 
fine of up to £1,000. This applies both to over the 
counter and vending machine sales.  

Further advice is available from your Trading 
Standards department. For more information visit 
www.tradingstandards.gov.uk/business/business.cfm

How will the CHANGE IN LAW 
Be enforced?
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